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0tGorrel'nmentsi in /\ction

JS takes gou inside 11 countries to show

gou how governments function worldwide

What is it like to live under militarg rule? How might traditional

ChiefS gOVern a natiOn? There are many different kinds of national

governments. Here, we introduce you to 1i major types-by showing how

Iach works in a sample country. you will find these government types in our

World in Focus tables (pp. 20-29) and throughout the school year'
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--f{UNITED STATES

Tgpe of government: Presi-

dential-legislative democracY.

How it works: An elected

President shares power with a legislature

and federal courts' The U.S' system is an

example of one of the basic models of

democracy. The U.S. Constitution created a balance of

powers among the country's three branches of govern-

ment. It also gave each a specific role'

The President heads the executive branch' A Cabinet
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. executive [nJ: one whose job is to m3nage

the workings of a courtrg or business.

r junta {HUfrf-ruhJ {o}: a small grouP of

militarg offi cials that seizes contol
ofa government.

. legislature fn.i: the lawmaking bodg

of a government; sometimes catled

an ossemblg or Porliament-

. state fnJ: a politicallg organized group

of people; often used to mean countrg'

(group of advisers) assists the President' Congress, the

legislative branch of the government, passes new laws'

It is made up of the House of Representatives and the

Senate. The Supreme Court heads the judicial branch'

It decides whether laws or regulations created by the

other two branches follow the Constitution'

Current leader and his challenges: Among President

Barack Obama's most difficult challenges are a war in

Afghanistan and an economic recession. Amid much

debate, Obama is working to reform the country's

health-care system.
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Tgpe of government:

Parliamentary democracy.
How it works: The parlia-

ment chooses the leader o{ the executive

branch, usually a Prime Minister. In
some countdes. this leader is called a

Premler or Chancellor,
In the U.K', Parliament is composed of the House

of Commons and the House of Lords. The people eiect

members of the Commons. Commons then chooses the
Prime Minister, who is the leader of the largest politi

SAUDI ARABIA

K#j{.ff,ilasing,e
person, such as a King or Queen. Mon-
archs are often members of a dynasty, a

family in which power is passed down

UNITED KINGDOM cal party or a coalition of parties. The Prime Minister's
Cabinet usually comes from the Commons.

The Prime Minister and rnembers of the Commons
are elected to terms of five years. However, these can

be cut short and new elections scheduled at any time.
The Commons can vote that it has "no confidence" in
the executive. The Prime Minister can also call for new
elections in an effort to win a greater majority for his or
her party in Parliament.

Current leader and his challenges: Prime Minister
Gordon Brown, pictured, is under fire due to a failing
economy and financial scandals in Parliament.
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Saudi Arabia does not have a written constitution.
For the most part, Saudi society is guided by sharia
(shuh-REE-uh) law. This is a strict set of principles
based on the Koran, the holy book of Islam. A group of
religious scholars advise the King on sharia law, and
religious courts handle all civil and criminal cases. The
King also relies on councils of advisers to help him run
the government and approve legislation.
Current leader and his challengeg: King Abdallah,
pictured, wants to modernize his country. But he risks
offending religious conservatives in the Middle East.

Extremist Islamic groups, including AI Qaeda, are
trying to bring down the Saudi monarchy.

executive along with a cabinet called the Council of
Government. The National Council is the country's
elected legislature. After the National Council passes

a proposed law, it is debated by the Council of
Government and finally must be signed by the Prince.
Current leader and his challenges: Prince Albert,
pictured, leads a country whose wealth depends on
tourism, gambling, banking-and low taxes. Wealthy
people from around the world have long kept bank
accounts in Monaco to avoid paying high taxes on that
money in their home countries. The U.S. and some
European nations are trying to end this practice, which
could cost Monaco dearly.

from generation to generation. Monarchies are one of
the world's oldest forms of government. But they are

becoming increasingly rare in the modern world.
King Abdul Aziz AI Saud (sah-OOD) founded the

kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 1932. Each ruier of the coun-
try since then has been part of the Al Saud dynasty.

MONACO

ffi lulelrelvernment:% Constitutjonal monarchy.! I 
How it works: A hereditary

monarch shares power with a civilian
government. The King or Queen is not
ceremonial, as in former monarchies

such as the U.K. Instead, the monarch has an active
role that is defined by the country's constitution.

The Grimaldi family ruled the tiny European nation
of Monaco almost continuously from 7297 to 191 1 .

Its heir, Prince Albert II, is Monaco's head of state.

He appoints the Minister of State, who heads the
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UZBEKISTAN
ll;jn Tgpeofgovernment:

, Presidential dictatorship.
How it works: A Presidenr

or ruler with a similar title has almost

complete power. The country may have

democratic-style institutions, such as

a legislature and elections. However, the President

controls them.
In Uzbekistan, the constitution provides for a legis-

lature and courts that are independent of the executive.
But President Islam Karimov, pictured, has kept all
power in his hands since 1991. Karimov's government

has prohibited opposition parties from taking part in

MYANMAR
Tgpe of government:

Military ru1e.

How it works: The leader of a

country's armed forces controls a govern-

ment. Usually, the military seizes power
during an emergency or in a power

struggle with a civiiian government. The new leader
may suspend the constitution and national institutions.
He may also leave them in place and dominate them.

Since 1988, a military junta has ruled Myanmar, a
tiny country in southeastern Asia. The junta suspended

the government and changed the country's name from

NORTH KOREA
Tgpe ofgovernment:
Communist one-party state.

How it works: A system built
on state ownership of the country's land
and businesses. The Communist Party,
sometimes known as the Socialist Party

or Workers' Party, controls all institutions of govern-

ment. The country's leader is head of the party.

North Korea has been a Communist state since 1948.

According to its constitution, the country's central
authority is an elected legislature called the Supreme
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elections. The President also controls the courts by
appointing the judges" Democratic activists have been
kidnapped, arrested, and sometimes tortured.

Karimov has won three elections, even though
Uzbek iaw limits a President to two terms. He also has

held two referenda (votes) to extend his rule. None of
these contests has been considered free and fair.
Current leader and his challenges: President Karimov
and Uzbek troops are waging an ongoing battle against
Islamic extremists within this Eastern European coun-
try. So far, independent investigations into the violence
have been thwarted. Corruption is widespread in Uzbek
society. For instance, many students have found that
bribing teachers is the only way to get good grades.

Burma. In 2008, the military claimed that the people
had approved a new constitution that would re-
establish a legislature. However, no such body has

been allowed to assemble. The junta has also kept its
tight control on the courts.

Current leader and his challenges: Senior General Than
Shwe ieads a government that is isolated from much of
the worid. Most members of the foreign press are kept
from covering the government and its abuses. Many
countries have condemned Myanmar's human-rights
record. The country is sti11 reeling from a 2008 cyclone
that left at ieast 138,000 dead or missing. The govern-
ment was slow to help people af{ected by the storm.

People's Assembly. But the Korean Workers' Party
(KWP), through its committees, holds actual power.
Supreme authority lies in the hands of the KWP's gen-

eral secretary, Kim Jong I1, pictured.
Current leader and his challenges: Under Kim Jong Il,
North Korea has become increasingly secretive. Kim's
agricultural policies caused a famine in the 1990s that
killed about 1 million people. North Korea, which is
in East Asia, has alarmed the U.S. and other nations
by developing nuclear weapons. Kim reportedly had
a stroke in 2008 and is now suffering from cancer. He
may be preparing one of his sons to succeed him.
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PAL/AU
Tgpe of government: Presi-

dential-legislative democracy
and traditional chiefs.

How it works: A body of tribal chiefs joins

with other elected and appointed leaders

in governing a country.
Palau is made up of more than 250 islands in the

Pacific Ocean. Its government has been shaped by
the nation's history. In the 19th century, European
colonization and Christian missionaries heavily
influenced the traditional society. Japan occupied the
country in 7914. After defeating the Japanese in World
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means "in the process of changing"
from one form to another. Zimbabwe

Tgpe of government: Transi-
tional from dominant party.

How it works: Transitional

opposition parties. Still, Mugabe narrowly lost to
Morgan Tsvangirai (TSV ANc-guh-ry e)' of the Movement
for Democratic Change. Months of turmoil followed as

Mugabe clung to power. Finally, international pressure
foiced Mugabe into a power-sharing arrangement.
Tsvangirai became Prime Minister.

This arrangement has not gone smoothly. But oppo-
sition leaders hope for a continued transition to a more
open and productive society.

Current leader and his challenges: president

Mugabe's repressive ruie and disastrous economic
policies have led to alarming levels of poverty,
disease, and hunger, Millions of Zimbabweans have
fled the country. A recent cholera epidemic has added
to Zimbabwe's troubles.

gained its independence from the United
Kingdom in 1980. Its new constitution provided for a

presidential-parliamentary democracy. But the process

has since been dominated and corrupted by President
Robert Mugabe, pictured, and his ZANU-PF party-the
country's largest and most powerful political party.

Zimbabwe, which is located in southern Africa,
last held presidential and parliamentary elections in
March 2008. Mugabe's police attacked and intimidated

RUSSIA
Tgpe ofgovernment:
Dominant party.

How it works: One political
party dominates a country's government.
Other parties may exist but have relatively
little power.

Russia, which spans Asia and Europe, has an
elected President and Federal Assembly. The President

appoints a Prime Minister. In theory, this is an open

system. But the Uaited Russia Party tightly controls
the process. National iaws restrict the ability of other
parties to challenge United Russia in elections. The
government controis poiitical opponents and the press.

ZIMBABWE

War II, the U.S. oversaw the islands' administration.
Since gaining independence in 1994, Palau has had a

U.S.-style elected President and National Assembly. But
traditional society remains influential in a 16-member
Council of Chiefs. As part of the executive, the Council
advises the President on matters of tribal law.
Current leader and his challenges: President Johnson
Toribiong, pictured, leads this tiny nation of 20,000
people. In the past, Palau has depended heavily on
tourism and U.S. financial aid. But direct U.S. aid
was scheduled to end in September 2009. President
Toribiong must try to find ways to expand the
country's economy into new industries.

Vladimir Putin heads the United Russia Party. As
President of Russia from 1999 to 2008, Putin ruled with
near-absoiute authority. Under the Russian constitution,
he was unable to run for a third consecutive term in May
2008. So he named a successor from the United Russia

Party, Dmitry Medvedev, pictured. After Medvedev's
victorious election, he appointed Putin as Prime Minister.
Current leader and his challenges: President Medvedev
has inherited an economy that some observers think
is too dependent on the unstable prices of oil and gas.

Russia is engaged in ongoing battles with neighboring
countries, such as Ukraine, that Russia once dominated
but now ally themselves with the West. Russia has also
seen sharp increases in poverty, alcoholism, and disease.
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